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HONORING THE CHINATOWN COM-

MUNITY DEVELOPMENT CENTER
OF SAN FRANCISCO

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 1998

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
bring to the attention of my colleagues the
Chinatown Community Development Center of
San Francisco, which has been selected to re-
ceive the Fannie Mae Foundation Sustained
Excellence Award.

For the past 21 years, the Chinatown Devel-
opment Center (CCDC) has served North-
eastern San Francisco neighborhood’s through
providing low-income housing development
and management and by fostering a sense of
community. CCDC incorporates a unique ap-
proach to community development that com-
bines housing advocacy with community in-
volvement through grassroots organizing and
neighborhood planning. Supportive services
empower residents to become self-sufficient
and to participate in formulating public policy
issues that directly affect them. Throughout its
21-year history, CCDC’s principal projects re-
flect how it has merged housing with commu-
nity improvement.

The significant contributions that CCDC has
made include managing more than 1,000 units
of affordable housing with a multitude of ten-
ant services and the creation of 10 commer-
cial spaces for small businesses to help pro-
vide employment for local residents. The
CCDC has also contributed to fostering neigh-
borhood pride through the creation of a street
cleaning venture called the Chinatown Envi-
ronmental Organizations and through coordi-
nation of neighborhood-based planning result-
ing in the renovation of five new parks, gar-
dens, and courtyards in neighborhoods with
limited safe, recreational areas. Additionally,
CCDC provides citizenship and educational
classes, as well as counseling and translation
services for its residents.

We in San Francisco are proud of our diver-
sity and CCDC has played a key role in sup-
porting immigrant and low-income populations
throughout the city. By investing in low-income
residents, CCDC has brought new life and
hope to San Francisco’s low-income neighbor-
hoods. CCDC is a model of sustained high
quality housing development and management
combined with active grassroots community
organizing. CCDC possesses a clear vision for
sustaining its communities for years to come.
I join with the people of San Francisco in con-
gratulating and thanking Gordon Chin and
CCDC for its 21 years of accomplishments
and send my very best wishes for continued
success.
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HONORING REVEREND BRAXTON
BURGESS

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 1998

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to
rise before you today to recognize the
achievements of Reverend Braxton Vincent
Burgess of Flint, Michigan. On Saturday, May

30, the congregation of Flint’s Quinn Chapel
African Methodist Episcopal Church will honor
Reverend Burgess for the many contributions
he has made to our community.

Reverend Burgess earned his Bachelor of
Science degree from Wilberforce University in
Ohio and continued his education at Payne
Theological Seminary where he received his
Master’s of Divinity. To continue his mission of
peace and social change, he received a di-
ploma in urban ministry from the Urban Train-
ing Center of Chicago and served as a mem-
ber of President Carter’s White House Council
on Arms Control.

In 1967, Reverend Burgess was ordained
as an Itinerant Elder in the African Methodist
Episcopal Church. Since that time he has
committed his life’s work to providing spiritual
guidance and counsel to countless individuals.
As a member of the Board of Directors of the
Urban League of Flint, Past President of the
Greater Flint Association of Christian Church-
es, and a member of the Board of Directors of
the United Way of Genesee County, Reverend
Burgess has been a highly effective leader.
His dedication to ensuring that everyone is af-
forded a quality education is evidenced by his
tenure on the Advisory Committee for the Mott
Adult High School Continuing Education Pro-
gram.

Reverend Burgess’s tireless service and
deeds have earned him recognition from var-
ious groups such as the Flint Optimist Inter-
national, Western Michigan University’s Black
Studies Department, the State of Michigan
House of Representatives, and the Flint Chap-
ter of the NAACP, to name a few.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I ask
my colleagues in the House of Representa-
tives to join me in saluting an inspirational in-
dividual, Reverend Braxton Vincent Burgess.
He deserves our thanks for a lifelong commit-
ment to making our community a much better
place.
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ARMED FORCES’ DAY ‘‘WE MUST
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HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 19, 1998

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, this weekend
I joined the veterans in my community to rec-
ognize the first day the Prisoner of War and
Missing in Action Flag was flown Nationally on
Armed Forces’ Day.

During the day, I had the opportunity to hear
the stories of America’s POWs and MIAs.

Their stories weighed on my heart and an-
gered my senses. These men deserve from
the United States as much, if not more, than
they have given to us.

For these reasons, I cosponsored Public
Law 105–85, legislation that requires the flying
of the POW/MIA flag at Federal facilities, in-
cluding U.S. Post Offices.

Having the flag flown at Federal offices and
facilities will help us remember the work that
remains to honor these courageous individuals
and their families.

The POW/MIA flag offers us an opportunity
not only to remember and recognize those we
have lost, but also to rededicate ourselves to
the cause of finding these men or their re-
mains and bringing them home to their fami-
lies and their grateful Nation.

We need to secure a full accounting of the
men and women who fought for our Nation’s
flag and who were captured by the enemy or
listed as missing.

We must work together to ensure the fullest
possible accounting of these men for their
family and all Americans who have benefited
from their fight for freedom and liberty.

Although this is a good first step to rec-
ognizing and remembering those missing sol-
diers, I believe we must do more.

Recently, I joined several of my colleagues
in contacting the State Department expressing
our concern about the POW/MIA who are still
unaccounted for from the Korean War.

We felt that the POW/MIA subject should
have been a priority subject during the nego-
tiations in Geneva this past December.

I strongly believe that any agreement for
peace must include a serious commitment on
the part of the government of North Korea to
locate missing soldiers of the thousands of
Korean Veterans I represent.

As you know, a lasting peace on the Korean
Peninsula, underscored by a unified demo-
cratic government is a goal for which our Vet-
erans fought bravely during the conflict of
1950–1953.

Under adverse conditions, and sometimes
against a numerically superior enemy, U.S.
troops battled to preserve a non-communist
enclave on the Asian continent.

At a time during the cold war when the
forces of communism seemed on the rise
across the world, the performance of our val-
iant soldiers, sailors and airmen affirmed the
resolve of democracy.

Now that the first steps to achieving peace
in Korea are being taken, it is paramount that
the US negotiators insist on POW/MIA closure
are subject to any formal accord.

By doing so, we honor the troops who put
forth the ultimate sacrifice;

We honor their families, who have lived with
uncertainty about their loved ones for over 40
years; most importantly;

We honor those veterans of the Korean War
still living, who will never forget their col-
leagues lost on the nameless hills, ridges and
valleys during those 3 long years.

I will continue to urge the State Department
to work with the Pentagon in articulating a
clear and resolute position for the United
States on unresolved POW/MIA personnel
cases as the talks continue.

A lasting peace cannot be fully achieved un-
less those who fought for it are accounted for
by a grateful nation.

And I will continue to express my concern to
the federal government.

It has been over 20 years since the war in
Vietnam ended, yet our Government has still
not accounted for so many of those men who
went to a far away nation to defend an un-
known people against an unseen enemy.

We have almost erased the scourge of
Communism from the face of the earth, yet we
have not yet fully recognized all of the men
who made this victory of democracy possible.

Until we bring home these men, the war is
not over. We must continue to fight and re-
member those we have lost in our battle for
freedom.

Until all of the men, from throughout this
country, have been accounted for, we must
not rest in our efforts.

As a member of the National Security Com-
mittee, I commit myself to America’s veterans.
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